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As we blast into our next school year, we wanted to reflect 
on a special aspect of childhood that is something very 
close to our hearts. Creativity and Kids. As artists, we always 
encourage our kids to be creative. Our home has become 
the neighborhood art studio where we have almost a dozen 
kids from ages four to nine freely creating and expressing 
themselves. (the only rule being clean up when you’re done.) 
It’s a beautiful chaos that really has become the highlight of 
our day.

So, there are plenty of resources that discuss the “how-to’s” 
on being creative with kids. Pinterest is packed full of fun 
ideas. But we’re excited to focus on the why. Why is creativity 
important in your child’s life?  

The quick answer is creativity inspires courage. Courage 
to dream. By exploring our world of imagination, we allow 
ourselves to dream big, risk bigger, persevere when faced 
with challenges and learn from our failures.

When it comes to children, you cannot help but be amazed at 
their imaginative play and the urgency in which they need to 
express themselves. Zoey and Max amaze us every day with 
their creative stories, artwork and performances. And we are 
their biggest cheerleader. Hand print, masterpiece! Chalk on 
the sidewalk, the next Pollock! It’s so much fun to see what 
they come up with next. 

We understand that not everything they do will be epic and 
fridge worthy. And that is OK. We have to remember that 
our job is to allow for all the ups and downs of their creative 
journey, and to not stifle creativity with our own biases and 
insecurities. Allow for their work to be what it is, a work in 
progress.  And don’t be afraid for them to fail. You can’t 
coddle creativity. It’s about the journey and problem solving 
solutions when faced with obstacles and allowing it to 
manifest into a moment of learning.

So even if they never hit the stage, those impromptu plays 
we sit through in the living room are the foundation a 
great orator may be born. Even if we don’t understand our 
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GENERAL MEETING
OCT 19TH

HALLOWEEN COSTUME 
PARADE
OCT 30 (2-DAY)
OCT 31 (3-DAY)

VETERN’S DAY 
NO SCHOOL
NOV 10TH

PARENT TEACHER 
CONFERENCES
(2 Day & 3 Day)
NOV 13TH & 14TH

GENERAL MEETING
NOV 16TH

STONE SOUP DAY
NOV 16TH (2 DAY)
NOV 17TH (3 DAY)

THANKSGIVING 
HOLIDAY - NO SCHOOL
NOV 20TH-24TH

HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
BOUTIQUE
DEC 8TH (3 DAY)

ICNS HOLIDAY PARTY
DEC 2ND - TURTLE ROCK 
COMMUNITY CENTER
10-12PM 
We will host a brunch where 
families share their favorite 
dishes. We hold a raffle and 
silent auction to benefit ICNS. 
Family and friends are welcome.

COOKIE DAY AT 
MS. DONNA’S HOUSE
DEC 21ST (2DAY)
DEC 22ND (3 DAY)
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R children’s creative interests, their subject matter or their methods. We 
need to always, always be supportive and understanding. Creativity 
is expression and expression is identity. To deny creativity is to deny 
identity. 

And with the right encouragement from you, your child’s  
creative spirit will soar into the stars.our job is to allow for all the 
ups and downs of their creative journey, and to not stifle creativity 
with our own biases and insecurities. Allow for their work to be what 
it is, a work in progress.  And don’t be afraid for them to fail. You 
can’t coddle creativity. It’s about the journey and problem solving 
solutions when faced with obstacles and allowing it to manifest into 
a moment of learning.

So even if they never hit the stage, those impromptu plays we sit 
through in the living room are the foundation a great orator may be 
born. Even if we don’t understand our children’s creative interests, 
their subject matter or their methods. We need to always, always be 
supportive and understanding. Creativity is expression and expression 
is identity. To deny creativity is to deny identity. 

And with the right encouragement from you, your child’s  
creative spirit will soar into the stars.

Kevin & Michelle
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WELCOME TO ICNS! The other teachers and I have been 
working hard over the summer to prepare the room and 
develop the curriculum for your return to school. I have also 
been studying over the summer – I took a 15 hour on-line 
course that was inspiring and rejuvenating. The title of the 
conference was “Cultivating Curious Minds” and isn’t this 
exactly what we want to do in preschool? 

At school we provide the children with the experiences, 
time, and an environment to encourage their curiosity and 
intrinsic motivation toward learning. We observe what 
interests them; we ask questions about their explorations 
and choice of activities; we listen to their responses; we 
wonder what the possibilities to expand their explorations 
are; and we plan how we can find out more.

In order to provide the children with the best program we 
can, and based on my studies, we made a few changes: to 
the classroom environment and to the schedule.

What looks different? As soon as you enter the building 
you will see that things have been moved around: the 
curriculum file is now in the entrance hall and the sign-in 
shelf has been removed. All sign-in activities will be done 
on the file cabinet and no tall child will bump his head on 
the old shelf! This move was prompted by my frustration 
with the children’s kitchen area – an area that was always 
busy, crowded, and cramped. The move of the file cabinet 
opened up this space and made it more visible and inviting.

Why change the schedule? It has been on my mind for 
some time to start the day outside. Children learn by 
experiencing the world. Their mental functions and 
learning are connected to their bodily movements, and 
being outside for the first hour gives them the space and 
time to move and adjust to school. It also gives the teachers 
and parents the time to make a connection with each child. 

These connections help build our relationships with the 
children. It gives them the message that they are valued and 
loved, which fosters their learning, their self-confidence, and 
their self-regulation. For the teachers and returning parents 
these changes may be an adjustment, but I’m confident that 
we can all make the schedule work for the benefit of the 
children. It means all participating parents will have to read 
their color-coded duty cards more carefully to be aware of 
what their specific duties are. Let’s all intentionally observe 
what the children are doing, saying, and exploring and we 
can then have a discussion at the General Meeting about 
our observations: what we’ve learned and what we wonder 
about the children. In order to help children develop their 
curiosity and become inquisitive learners, the adults in 
the children’s lives must be curious and passionate. Most 
people are motivated by newness, change, and excitement. 
I hope you and your child start the year at ICNS excited and 
curious about what is going to happen and what we are 
going to do….I know I am!

Ms. Donna
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 » I WAS BORN AND RAISED IN 
CONNECTICUT and graduate 
from the University of Connecticut 
with a BA and Masters Degree 
in Elementary Education. GO 
HUSKIES!

 » I MARRIED MIKE IN 1973 and 
raised 3 fabulous children: Andy 
(married to Jess), Dini (works for 
the City of Irvine at Northwood 
Park) and Dave (married to Katy)

 » I’VE HAD A VARIETY OF JOBS 
OVER THE YEARS including 
working at an apple orchard, in 
a kitchen and as a waitress at 
psychiatric hospital, an elementary 
school teacher, at a factory sewing 
canvas sail covers, as a nurses’ 
aid in geriatric facility, paste up 
artist for newspaper print ads, in 
a fabric store, teaching sewing, 
knitting, and other needle work 
and as an Instructor at Irvine 
Valley College.

 » I BEGAN WORKING FOR ICNS 
IN 1986! 

FUN
FACTS 
ABOUT MS. DONNA

Kangaroo 
club
2 WEDNESDAYS/ MONTH

12-2PM
Children eat lunch and 
participate in an activity

 COST IS $20
(LIMITED TO 10 CHILDREN)

OCT 4TH, 18TH
NOV 1ST, 15TH, 30TH
DEC 6TH, 13TH

THE BOOK WIZARD
by Kevin Maginnis



FUNDRAISING IS VERY
IMPORTANT FOR ICNS
TO CONTINUE TO 
GROW & PROSPER
EVERY YEAR.
Last year, we saw a record 
fundraising year and we hope 
to break through that record 
this year.

OUR FUNDRASING  
GOAL THIS YEAR IS:

$13,000

FA L L  F U N D R A I S I N G
FUNDRASING IS A BLAST!

PUMPKIN PATCH 
WRISTBANDS
OCT 24TH 
Sell wristbands to the PUMPKIN 
CITY PUMPKIN PATCH, Laguna Hills 
location, for use of unlimited rides on 
October 24th, from 3:30 - 8:30 pm. 
Wristbands are $17 each and 
ICNS GETS $5. 

SEE’S CANDY SALES
OCT 25TH – NOV 16TH 
A fundraiser to sell delicious See’s 
candy to family and friends. They also 
make great holiday gifts! Our school 
will receive a percentage from each 
item sold. This has the potential to be 
a major fundraiser for us. 
WE GET A 5% BONUS IF WE 
ORDER $2,000 OR MORE. 

2,000

1,000

4,000

8,000

10,000

6,000

12,000

GOAL!!
13,000

FAMILY PHOTOS (FALL)
Family Pictures will be taken 
at a local park, proceeds go 
to ICNS. Capture this special 
time for your family with a 

professional portrait taken by a 
professional photographer  

in our ICNS community.

BIG AIR TRAMPOLINE
JAN 3RD 
Let’s all jump together over the holiday 
break. Invite all friends and family to this 
great event. 
50% OF THE JUMP PRICES 
WILL GO TO ICNS.





1ST VICE PRESIDENT, SELENA MARSHALL
Number of kids: Sam (7) and Savannah (4 – 3Day)
Favorite Activity with Kids: I love to go to the beach and Disneyland 
with my kids.
How long have you been with ICNS? 2nd year at ICNS
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not? It’s nothing like I expected. It’s been such a joy to 
meet such wonderful families.
If ICNS could be anywhere else where would they like it to be? 
Savannah would like her preschool to be next door to our home  
so we can walk there.

2ND VICE PRESIDENT, AMY HARRIS
How long have you been with ICNS? I have two boys who have 
both attended or are are attending ICNS and it’s an amazing 
experience!!! 
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not? I love being part of a co-op school because it’s so 
fulfilling to be an enriching part of your child’s life and to contribute 
to your school and community.
If ICNS could be anywhere else where would they like it to be? My 
kids would love ICNS to be at Disneyland everyday but ICNS is a 
close second!!! So excited for the year ahead!!!

PRESIDENT, PRISCILLA COTTONE
How long have you been with ICNS? This is my 7th straight year 
at ICNS. I have a 4th grade son Luke, 2nd grade daughter Katie, 
Kindergarten daughter Chloe and now Fiona (2 Day)
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not? I went to a co-op preschool in New York when I 
was 3. My mother suggested I look into a co-op to find a group of 
friends with young children. Ed and I found ICNS the day registration 
started for the following year. We have been fortunate to meet many 
wonderful families here and have certainly enjoyed our time at ICNS. 
One of my favorite things is when I see families back at ICNS with 
their younger children. Amy Harris (2nd VP) and I were pregnant 
together when our older children were in 2 day 4 years ago.
Ask your kid(s) if ICNS could be anywhere else where would they 
like it to be? (think Disneyland, the moon, etc.) Fiona would like ICNS 
to be at Ms. Donna’s house!

THE  ICNS  2017 -18  BOARD  OF  D I RECTORS



TREASURER, JENNIFER HSIEH
How long have you been with ICNS?  
About 5 years; both my kids started w/ mommy & me
Kids at ICNS? Rosie (3 Day)
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not? It’s been a bit more time commitment than I 
expected, but at the same time the time we each family puts in is 
what makes the ICNS program so charming and so loved by kids 
and parents alike. 
If ICNS could be anywhere else where would they like it to be?  
Rosie would like for school to be held at the zoo :) 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR, MELISSA STOLDT
How long have you been with ICNS? I’ve been with ICNS for...five 
years now? Yeah, five years. :D
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not? I totally expected joining a wonderful school and 
that has not changed. It’s a community of great parents and that is 
SO worth all the hard work.
If ICNS could be anywhere else where would they like it to be?  
Josie says to the questions where she would like preschool:  
preschool! :D

SECRETARY, ASHLEY SARMIENTO
How long have you been with ICNS? The Sarmiento family has 
been with ICNS since last year, and we look forward to many years 
to come. 
Kids at ICNS? Nolan (3 Day)
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not?  I honestly didn’t have any expectations when 
joining ICNS other than hearing it was the best preschool around. 
That hasn’t changed.
If ICNS could be anywhere else where would they like it to be?  
Noly would love for ICNS to be next door to his house.

THE  ICNS  2017 -18  BOARD  OF  D I RECTORS
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WAYS & MEANS CHAIR, WENDE HERNANDEZ
How long have you been with ICNS? 2 years
Kids at ICNS? Graham (3-day)
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not? I expected a loving and nurturing environment that 
would enable my children to learn and grow. A community of families 
that all care and want what is best for our children. I wanted to be a 
part of a school where everyone was invested. So far it has turned out 
to be just that and both of my sons feel right at home at ICNS.
If ICNS could be anywhere else where would they like it to be? 
Graham said if ICNS could be anywhere else he would want it to  
be right next to his house or actually in Maui!

OCCPPNS, KATY JOHNSON 
What is your position on the board? I am the OCCPPNS rep for our 
school. That huge fancy acronym stands for Orange County Council  
of Parent Participation Nursery Schools. 
How long have you been with ICNS? This is my third year involved with 
ICNS. I have one ICNS graduate (Julian) who is now in Kindergarten, 
and my youngest, Celeste, is currently in 2-day.
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not? I had NO IDEA what to expect when our family joined 
a co-op, to be honest. But I have honestly fallen in love with this little 
amazing preschool, mostly because of the fact I feel as though our 
Director, Teachers and parents treat my children (and everyone else’s 
children) as if they were extensions of their own immediate family. I 
respect and value the care, empathy, commitment and genuine love 
that all of our families give to each other and to the children every 
single day. It’s amazing.
If ICNS could be anywhere else where would they like it to be?  
Celeste would like ICNS to be “at our house”......uhhhh.....lol..

NEWSLETTER, KEVIN & MICHELLE MAGINNIS
How long have you been with ICNS? This is our second year with ICNS
Kids at ICNS? Max (3-day)
What did you expect when joining a co-op preschool and has that 
changed or not? Preschool is tough to figure out because you have 
to balance your ideals with a realistic budget. Like a lot of first 
time co-op families, it was tough. It felt like it would be too much 
on top of a busy schedule. Now with our first year under our belt 
we deinitely understand how it works. That helps a lot. You tend to 
get families that put their kids first instead of looking for a simple 
daycare style school. Those are good people.
If ICNS could be anywhere else where would they like it to be?  
Max wants the school to be at the north pole so we can get presents 
from Santa all the time.



BUSHRA RASHID
Bushra Rashid, who has been teaching at ICNS since 2009, 
received her Early Childhood Education certificate from Irvine 
Valley College and plans to complete her bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology at California State University, Fullerton. Ms. Bushra 
and her husband have three children, two of whom are ICNS 
graduates.
Ms. Bushra enjoys teaching little ones and engaging parents in 
classroom activities. 
 Six of the teachers’ children are alumni of ICNS!

TANYA SUTKOWI
Tanya Sutkowi has been with ICNS since 1994. She started as 
the teacher assistant in the extended day class and has since 
earned her ECE certificate from Irvine Valley College. 
Ms. Tanya has had many job titles at ICNS, but she has always 
been Ms. Donna’s right-hand woman through her support of 
the school philosophy, her knowledge of child development, 
and her working knowledge of all things ICNS. She brings 
creative fun to the Parent & Me class. Her sweet nature makes 
her a favorite of all the children. Ms. Tanya and her husband 
have two adult daughters.


